
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1808.] 



Account of the African Institution. 



2 S3 



in India to be stmt up to answer the 
like purposes; no wonder then that 
the family of Napoleon, as well as the 
civil and military officers of India, 
should have equipages shining like 
ineteors, and mansions rising like ex- 
halations. J. P. 



For the Belfast Montldy Magazine. 

ACCOUNT OF THE AFRICAN INSTITU- 
TION. 

WE willingly lend our aid to give 
publicity in our pages to the 
following benevolent plan, to make 
some restitution to an injured race, 
long the victims to a cruel commerce. 
Such a plan is like a light seen at a 
distance, in a dark night, to cheer a 
weary traveller amid tlie severities of 
a winter tempest, it is a bright ray 
in the history of man, who is too often 
led astray by his passions, and his sor- 
did interests. 
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A number of Individuals deeply 
impressed with a sense of the enor- 
mous wrongs which the natives of 
Africa liave sufiered in their intercourse 
with Europe ; and actuated by a de- 
sire to repair those wrongs, as well as 
by general feelings of benevolence, 
have been anxious to adopt such mea- 
sures as may seem best calculated to 
promote their civilization and happi- 
ness. They, have, therefore formed 
themselves into a Society for that pur- 
pose, called the African Institution, 
and they earnestly solicit the aid of 
the humane and benevolent, in every 
part of the kingdom, in furtlierance of 
their design. 

'i he Abolition of the Slave Trade 
hitherto carried on by Great Britain, 
America, and Denmark, will, in a con- 
siderable degree remove the barrier 
whicii has so long obstructed the natu- 
ral course of social improvement in 
Africa, and thus open a way for in- 
troducing the comforts and arts of a 
more civdized state of Society. The 
happiest effects may also be reasonably 
anticipated from dilfusing useful know- 
ledge, and exciting industry among 
the inhabitants of Africa; and from 
obtahiing and circulating throughout 
this country, more ample and authen- 
tic information concenung the agricul- 
tural and commercial fatuities of tiiat 
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vast Continent ; and through the judi- 
cious prosecution of such endeavoure, 
it niay be faiily hoped, that, in the 
room of that traftic, by whii h Africa 
has been so long degraded, a legithiuUe 
and far more extended commerce will 
xiltiiiiately be establislied, beneficial 
alikf to tlie natives of Africa, and to 
the manufacturei-s of Great Britain and 
Ireland. The present period, it may 
further be remarked, h eminently fit- 
ted for prosecuting these benevolent 
designs; since the suspension, during 
the war, of that large share of (be 
Slave Trade, which has eonuiionly 
been carried on by France, Spain, and 
Holland, will, when combined with 
the eifect of the abolition laws of 
Great iJritain, America, and Denmark, 
produce nearly the entire cessation of 
that tratHc, along a line of coast ejf- 
tending between two and three thou- 
sand miles in length, and thereby af- 
ford a peculiarly favourable opportu- 
iiity for giving a new direction to the 
industry and commerce of Africa. 

To |)}event misconception concern- 
ing the views and measures of the 
African Institution, it may be proper 
to state, that it is the Society's fixed 
(leterroination not to undertake any 
religious missions, and not to engage 
in commercial specwUitions. Thp So- 
ciety is aware that there already exist 
several most respectable Institutions, 
formed for the diffusion of Christia- 
nity, and meaifs not to encroach on 
their province. Jt will be the duty 
and care of the Society, in the first in- 
stance, to watch over the execution of 
the laws, recently enacted in this and 
other countries for abolishing tiie 
African Slave Trade ; to endeavour to 
prevent tiie infraction of those laws, 
and from time to time to suggest any 
means by which they may be rendered 
jnore eilectua! to their objects ; and 
likewise to do all in their power, by 
communicating information, and by 
other appropriate metliods, to promote 
the a'noiition of the African Skve 
Trade, by foreign nations. 

The farther means which it is pro- 
posed to employ (or the p\upose of 
promoting civilization aucl improve- 
ment in Africa, are of the following 
kind. 

1. To collect and diffiwe, throygh- 
DUttbis country, accuiatc information 



respecting the natural productions of 
Africa, and, in general, respecting 
the agricultural and coinmercial ca-i 
pacities of the African Continent, and 
the intellectual, moral, and political 
condition of its inhabitants, 

?. To promote tlie instruction of 
the Africans in letters and in useful 
knowWdge, ^nd to cultivate a friendly 
connection with the natives of that 
C'ojitinent. 

3. To (yideavour to enlighten the 
minds of the AtVicans with respect 
to their true interests, and to ditfuse 
information amongst them, respecting 
the means whei'eby they may im- 
prove the present opportunity of sub- 
stituting a beneficial commerce ia 
place of the Slave trade. 

4. To introduc:e amongst them such 
of the improvements and useful art$ 
of Eiiropt* as are suited to their con- 
dition. 

a. To promote the cultivation of 
the African soil, not only by excit- 
ing and directing the industry of the 
natives, but by furnishing, where it 
may ajipear advantageous to do so, 
useful seeds and plants, ^iid implements 
of husbandry. 

6. To introduce amongst the in- 
habitants beneticial medical discove- 
ries. 

7. To obtain a knowledge of the 
principal languages of Afr'^'"i> and, as 
iias alr»;ady bet'ii found to be prac- 
ticable, to reduce Uiem- to writing, 
with a view to facilitate tl)e diffusion 
of information among tlie natives of 
that country. 

8. To employ suitalile agents and 
es^ablisli correspondences as shall ap- 
pear advisealde, and to encourage in- 
dividual enterprise and exertion in 
promoting any of the purposes of the 
Institution, 

The benefits to be conferred oij 
Africa by the efforts of this ln;,titu- 
tion must so obviously depend on 
the extent of the pecuniary funds 
which may be obtained, that it seems 
hardly necessary to urge on those who 
feel the force of wliiit has been al- 
ready said, the importance of an ear- 
ly contribution. I'he Society iias al- 
ready engaged in measures with a 
view to the improvement of Africa,* 



* These measures are fully stated in 
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to wb'K'h their present funds are bare- 
ly adequate ; and without a very 
considerable enlargementof them, they 
will be obliged to forego many op- 
portunities of attempting to advance 
the happiness and civilization of A- 
frii;a. 

Nor ought the benefits to be over- 
looked, wiiich are likely to accrue 
to this country, should the Institu- 
tion succeed iu their endeavours to 
develope the capal>ilities of the Afri- 
can Continent. While France is em- 
ploying her utmost efforts to prevent 
our commerce from, flowing in its an- 
cient channels, surely it becomes us 
to clierish every reasonable prospect 
of hnding other outlets. We have 
achieved a great and splendid act of 
national justice, in abolishing the Slave 
Trade. Let our benevolence also in- 
terpose to repair the ruin and degra- 
dation which we have contributed to 
bring upon Africa, and to teach her 
the use of her liberated faculties, 
and we may soon discover, by our 
own happy experience, that in exer- 
cising justice and benevolence towards 
her, whatever may be the apparent 
sacrifice, we have only been laying 
a more solid foundation for the en- 
largement of our own national pros- 
perity. 

A subscription of sixty guineas or 
upwards, at one time, constitutes a 
hereditary governor ; of thirty gui- 
neas at one time, a governor for life: 
of three guinea^ annually, an annual 
governor ; of tea guineas at one time, 
a member for life ; of one guinea an- 
nually, an annual member. 

'I he board of directors is chosen 
from among the governors. 

5:f> Subscriptions are received by 
the follow ing Bankers, viz. Messrs. 
Down, 'riiornton. Free, and Down, 
No. 1, Bartholomewrlasie ; Messrs. 
jffoare, Baruett, and Co. No. 62, 
Lombard-street; Messrs. Smith, Payne, 
and Smiths, George-street, Mansion- 
house ; Messrs. HQares, 57, Fleet- 
street : Messrs. Drummpnds, Charing 
Cross ; apd Messrs. Ransom, Mor- 
liiiid, and Co. PijU-mall ; by the Trea- 
surer, Henry Thornton, esq. ; by the 

the Society's second Report in.ide on the 
ijitli of March, 1808, nnd which has 
eince been printed , and will be given 
)U a siibsetiueBt number. 



Secretary, Mr. Z. Macauley; and 
by Mr. "John Crisp, the Collector, 
26, Birchin-iane ; to whom, or to the 
Secretary, communications relative 
Xo the Institution may be addressed. 
N. B. The lirst Report of the In- 
stitution, containing a full exposition 
of its design, a copy of the laws and 
regulations adopted for ita manage- 
ment, and a list of Subscribers, may 
be obtained from Mr. Crisp, as above ; 
of whom may also be had, the se- 
cond Report, made to the Subscrib- 
ers on the 25lh of March, 1803. 



For the Belfast Monlhhj Magazine. 

THE REPLY OF THE COMMERCIAL RE- 
PORTER TO J. P. ON THE CIRCULA- 
TION OF BANK NOTES. 

ACCOKDING to the prescribed 
modes of controversy, to which 
custom hns given an unwarrantable 
sanction, 1 might begin my answer by 
pi'csuming to call in {juestion the sin- 
cerity of the motives of my antagonist, 
and because he has thought proper to 
express opinions in opposition to mine, 
that therefore I should asperse the cjua- 
lities of his head or his heart. But, as 
I believe his motives are equally up- 
right with my own, I shall follow this 
precedent no farther than to hint, that 
probably the difference in our niiinions 
arises more from the point in which we 
view the subject ; he, through the me- 
dium of bogks, and I in the school of 
experience, where practical lessons are 
given on the subject, the Change of 
Belfast. He attaches more importance 
to the writings of Lords King and Laur 
derdale, and of Foster and Parnell Ihan 
I am inclined to allow ; more especial- 
ly as time has discovered some of their 
theoretical reasonings to be fallacious, 
as 1 find them attributing the high course 
of exchange hi Dublin, which was 
then at ITj to 18i per cent, to the ex- 
cessive issue of bairk jjaper, when now 
with a more extensive issue it lias not, 
for a considerable time, generally ex- 
ceeded 10 per cent, and is at present 
about 8f per cent. 1 am not the ad- 
vocate for a largely extended paper 
circulation, and if guineas could be 
obtained in suflicient quantities, with- 
out subjecting trade to an enormous 
tax, I would prefer them to bank notes. 
I cannot subscribe, however, to the 



